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Survey of Earned 
Doctorates

• NSF division of Science Resource Statistics
• Survey via graduate deans
• NSF,NIH,DOE,USDA,NASA, NEH
• NORC (Univ of Chicago)
• Self report rate 92-98%
• PhD inst, field, year, gender – most 
• Data since 1920
• http://www.nsf.gov/sbe/srs/ssed/sedmeth.htm
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Nuclear Physics & Nuclear 
Chemistry PhD’s awarded
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Gender
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Ethnicity
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Physics (all areas) PhDs awarded
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Origin of Undergraduate 
Degree

1996-2001

37%

6%
10%

10%

1%

36%

1981-85

42%

7%11%

13%

3%

24%

Research University

Other Doctoral
Institution
Masters College &
University
Liberal Arts

Other Spec. Schls

foreign BS
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men 1991-2001

39%

6%
11%

9%

1%

34%

Research University

Other Doctoral Institution

Masters College &
University

Liberal Arts

Other Spec. Schls

foreign

women 1991-2001

33%

4%

8%
11%0%

44%

Research
University
Other Doctoral
Institution
Masters College
& University
Liberal Arts

Other Spec. Schls

foreign

Gender differences: 
undergraduate degree
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Primary Support

0

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5

0.6

0.7

0.8

year

fr
ac

tio
n 

of
 P

hD
s

Teaching Assistant

Research Assistant



S. Yennello 6 March 2003 NSAC 

Gender Differences: 
Support

Primary SUPPORT 

6%

11%

66%

1%

0%

5% 11%

Fellowship/Grant
Teaching Assistant
Research Assistant
Foreign Support
Loans
Personal
Other / Unknown

Primary SUPPORT of Women 

9%

54%

2%

1%

3% 12%

19%

Fellowship/Grant
Teaching Assistant
Research Assistant
Foreign Support
Loans
Personal
Other / Unknown
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Post-graduate plans
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Registered time to degree, 
Graduate school entry PhD
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Citizenship
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Physics (all areas) 
citizenship
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